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lity of the Enterprize, and--ſeen to the end of it, m king 
allowances'for all Accidents : For no Prince puts; e toha- Wo 
zard, and by what he has done, and does ſtifl to"ohr aſto- -* 


niſhment, notwichſtanding the Enernies he has upon his -- 
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ot RETIRED - RAE: x 
WE MR. Chairman, © 
FFAE\HE Dicer from France, Tconfeſs finds more credit 
with me than I was willing ar firit ro give 1t; and 
from the juſt Apprehenſion I have of the Conte- 


| quences of it, I now Rite to ſpeak ; and with that freedom 


which belongs to the part i nave in this Atſemb:y, and the 
- Importance of the preſent Occaſion. I have obſerved the 
warmth <f ſore of the Members of this Council, their diſ- 
belief or contempt of the Deſign, and their great allurance 
' of the inſaccesfulnets of it, But by the force of their Argu- 


ments, they ſeem to ſhew more of Inciination than Reaton 
to recommend their Opinions ; and by their Age, that they 
have never felt the miteries of a C:wi! War : They can per- 
haps endure tzem in another Conmry, and read of them in 
Gazets Without ſhrinking, but iveing, and feeling tiem, are 
other things : Thoſe that have bcen in the midit of tlie Fire, 
Rapes and Slaughter, of a Country torn in PIeCes by Civil 
War, as | have been, will, I hops with me, think 1t t60 Colt- 
ly, and deſperate a Rem-dy for any Dif-afe in Government ; 
But to be ſure it ſhould be the Jaft, and to be then only 
uſed when norhing elie will do. For it 1s then, that we can 
truly call nothing our own; and that inftead of one, we 
have ten thouſand Tyrants : For every body is Arbitrary in 
ſuch Caſes; and the dear Property, for which we make War, 
is by nothing elſe ſo dargeroufly expos'd. No forms of Law 
then to fly to, Nor Juttice to protect us; But Power ſuper- 
cedes Righr, and the ſtrongeſt is the lawful Potictior, in 
this diſmal ftate, we are as uniafe in cur Lives, as in our 
Fortunes, When we riſe, we are not flirs to eſcape nll 
Night: Nor when we lye down, that we, our Wives, and 
| litile Ones, ſhall ever live to fer arother Day, Ard if our 
Lives, to be ſore cur Eftates, mult be precarious. And the 
manner of this Miſery has ſomething to frighttil in ir, that 


the loſs is yet leſs than the Terror. And when I confidcr the 


Picparation that is in the minds of Men amongſt us, of both 
Intere-s, by their repeated Provocations, and old and trefh 
Prejadices ; I cannot bur dread the Conſequences of thc 
Civil Way our oppoſition will engage us in. 

If this Dz/cenxr was defigr?d for Deſtruttion, and nor for 
Reſtoration ; If it were to Invade a Crown, inſtead of retur- 
ning to one Invaded, and c:ming home to ones own, we 
might have the pretence of a Fr. Invaſion to refit it ; and the 
powerful motives of Liberty and Property, to hinder the De- 


predarion of Foreigners. But this is not our Caſe. we talk of 


oppoling one har comes as Our King, and Our Legal King, a 
King according to the Conftttution of cur Realm. In whom, as 
I have heard great Lawyers {ty, we carnot Legally dizin- 
tereſt our ſelves; Who was compell: d from us, for his own 
Safery, and returns now for ours, before we arequite ruined. 
"That he rerired for his own, what has fo'ow:d declares, and 
that he comes for ours, the nature « t his coming informs 
us; It is nor as a Conqueror, O! a Avenger, Becaule he ſeeks 
us as a Friend, ard 'a Farwocr ; Not with Fire and Sword, but 
the Olwe-branch of Peace : Remittmg inttead of Revenging 
Wrongs; and afluring vs, of all the Security rhat our.{clves 
in Parhament can realonably deviſe, for our Reijgion and Pro- 
perty. This 1s not the ſtrain of Congueſ?, or the ftile of Ven- 
geance. Now the queſtion is which of rhe two we will chute, 
Peace or War, Plenty iT Poverty, Safety or Ruin? Bur, | think, 
-1t ought to, be none, ar this rime of day, with us: For fince 
| God only knows who ſhall Survive ſich a Tragedy, it is our 
great Care to prevent it. For We cannot ſuppoſe if we re- 
fuſe his Roy/.Offer, and make head againſt his Rerurn, bur he 
will contett our Denials, and ap»eal to Heaven (the conſtant 
| Avenger of his Injured Anceſtors) and purtue his Claim to 
extremity : Nor 1s it to be thought that they who have lent 
him this Strength, will not pour in more to Support him, 
'The French K. does not uſe to venture inconſiderately ; he 
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\has ſarisfied bimſelf (no doubt) of the charge, and probabi. 
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hands, We have juſt cauſe to apprehend the Conſequences - 


of this Di/cent, if we obſtinarely oppoſe the Return of our 
King: We may believe he does not onlv know his own 
ſtrength, bur our weakneſs to refiit it ;' rhat our Army 18 
ſmall, and diſcontented ; very few Fortifications ; none within 
Land, and that we are broken with FaCtions within our 
ſelves. He muft alſo be farisfied with the aſſurances K Fames 
has received from hence, rho the exiream Caution he ſhews 
in every thing will not ſujter him to rely 1pon that : Ana 
I am not abſolutely ſatisfied, that even fome of thoſe we 
may think to oblige by our oppoſition, are not of the num- 
ber of them that have Promiſed: 1 ſay, I will not anſwer for 
them. However I cannot think bur the King wil! find a 
conſiderable Intereſt here, among every ſort. Firſt, All 
thoſe that have never quitred him, and find themfeives op- 
preſt, by the payment of double Taxes, for not Swearing to 
this Goverrmeont: This fort will adhere and diſpute it ro the 
laſt ; for if he miſcarry, they know they mult either com- 
ply againit their Conſciences, or. be ruined mi their Fortunes, 
which another Year will certainly become a Tax to the Go- 
verrnment, for the Penalty will riſe with their Confſtancy, 
and the Exigency of the limes. | Secondly, There is another 
ſort of People ihat were carried ont of their depth, by the 
ltrength of the Tyde, that moved things at the Þ. of O. com- 
i0g hither ; and tho theſe Men would have others excuſe 
rem from the neccflity of the Times, thev ſhew daily in 
their Diicourſcs they cannot torgive themſelves ; Their old 
profefiion of Loyalty flies in their Faces, and they would be 
g!ad of the opportunity of recovering that ſlip, at a:imolt any 


rate ; and their number 1s as gre:t as their defire ro ſet 


rhemſelves right in the good O1 1imon of the:: Friends. 
Thirdly, There is a Party that likeq the Change ver, vell, 
but are milcrabl» diſappointed under 1t 3 and as nent are 
more diſcontented with it, ſo none are ſharp:r upon ir. 
They ralk loudly of breach of Faith, That the publick Muney us 
imbezled, Duuble Accompts kept, Strangers preferr”d before Engliſh- 
men, The one paid, the other not ; That the great Inſtruments and 
Leaders of the Change are laid aſide, or negletted ; All popular 
Bills ſtifled, or rejeczed ; and that Oppreſſicn, and Corrup:1on in 
Officers, beth by Sea and Land, conmmwed at ; And theſe Gen- 
tlemen will doubrlets cloſe upon reaſonable Terms, or be 
fafe by a Newrality. Fourthly , All Trades-men and Farmers 
ftind that deadnels in Bulineſs, together with heavy and 
g10Wing Taxes, that they begin to feel, what they have hi- 
therto refus*d to hear, that they are like to be ruined by 
the War, and what the Gentleman does will ſway moſt with 
them. Laſtly, The Mob who are almoſt farving every- 
where for want of Peace, always loved Changes and Nowel- 
ty, exp*Cting {ti!] thar there is ſomething ro be got by them. 
So that upon the whole Vatter, there ſeems no ſort of Men 
but 7hoſe who are actually in Office, likely to venture for 
the preſent Government in an exrremitv ; and When they 
cannot tind their Names in the King's Declaration among 
the excepred, I dare ſay, they*ll nor be to be found by the 
Government when it wants their Support. Not to ſay that 
ſome of them would perhaps be willingly thought by King 
Fames's Party to intend his Service, by bcing in it ; They 
can the better conduct it ro his ends, and recommend 
tiemſelves, by making the Change eaſter, when the time 
COmes. | | | 

Shall we then of this City add to-our former Reckonings? 
Or by our Wiſe management hlotthem out? It isnot a time 


of day for us to be Tools; London that has moſt to looſe, £ 


has moſt to take care of, and for that reaſon ſhould. 
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Pmzard; for it is certain a if We reſiſt, whoyeds, Ls 

zeſt of it, Poor Englarid will ave ills: warlt ; anc of all 
: us tO be ſure Londos.: I think that. is enough to Men 
in buſineſs, that have ſomething to looſe, and dehire to get 
by honeſter ways than Sackihg and Piundering, 

But though theſe conſiderations ſeen moving enou gh,up- 
on a prudent account, yer there is: (omething 1 mulf leave 
with you, that ſticks much with me in point of Tdgment 
and Conſcience,and which I b-{-ech you to hear with parience, 
and interpret with Candor. Firſt, Ido profeſs to you, LI am 
not ſatisfied with the power=of changing Governments, 
that we have larely exerciſed ; It 1s plain, our Laws have 
never allow*dit; and in the cnd have ever puniſhed tt : 

_ Obſerve the concluſion of thoſe four or five Interruptions of 


- the right Line, that have been ſince the Conquelt, which 


1s now more than Six hundred years, and yol will tind 
things have ever returned to their own Channel, with un- 
' happy marks upon che Families that have been the Authors 
of them. Of which Sir Walter Raleroh in his exccllent Pre- 
face to his Hiſtory of the World 1s very particular and 1n- 
ftrufting; And we are ſure, thar the Law was {p under- 
ſtood, and given by all the learned Judges and Council of 
"the Kingdom, Anno 1660. at the Trial of the Kings Judyes: 
'A Gentleman of my Intimacy obliged me larely with the 
reading of it; and truly I could not but lament the unhap- 
pineſs of us Engliſhmen, that Loyalty and Rebellion ſhould 
-have ſuch uncertain'ſignifications wich us ; ard that 1n leſs 
chan halfan Age, what was then called Loyalty, 1S NOW aC- 
counted Treaſon, and thafwhich is Loyalty, now, was then 
adjudged Rebellion: For it'was the ſenſe of that great pre- 
_ ſence, great both in Quality'and Law, when the P. Coun. 
cil, Judges, Lawyers, and many of both Houſes of Parlia- 


"ment were there, but particularly of Sir Orlaydo Bridgman, 


and Sir Heneage Finch,one Keeper,the other Chancellor tince, 


2 that "the Kings of England are Soveraigy Princes, and not ac- 


counta A to ts People, either Colle&;vely or Reprojentative- 
V rged chat old maxime The King cannot err,be- 
roy orhi r Perfonr "ANG Ifdeed no mah Ker 


'bea yo to A. rior every by op in the Adminiſtration, 


/: Which he either cannot alwgys underſtand, or muſt. be om- 


his ruine. I think we ſhout 


nipreſent to hinder : Bit here 'the Caſe Was quite contrary, 
and this antient Do&tfime of Law turd uphde down»; For 
no body was puniſh'@'but the King, And'it is whiſpered by foms 
that ſhould know,that the mol ottenfive acts of his,Govetn- 
ment, were the advices of thoſe, that are in the favour of 
this, as if they had ben gancerced,-and laid Ellewhepe, for . 
more conſtant to.oug. ſelves, 


and haveonefixt Rule of Duty, and that our Obedience to 


#."Whoto mend the rhacter, ſtep oft of 


ps 4 they ſeem to diſengage Providence, 


% 
CG 
<J 


y . . $ > 
A 4 
x 4 6 _ 
5 : P : n £ * 
BY «", pe : "<>. 0” 
S. : &» : 
1% C ” l am a þ #, 
G . p ; 2 . 
£ +y A 
: Yay. 
*.. * 4 I 
4 # p \ \ 5 
on "F\ F 


it, ſhould be our ſafety : And if tha petrficious Principle,or 


9. 


Prattice @ leaſt of doing Eyilzhar go |. 
"lap fetifngr- iprradggar 
Ni: ink, bur® they 


. Ivere a great papr of tappineſs*4 H 
&6as way; as well as 
of the Law, inthe end miſs the mark, arid looſe bF.che 


& of their Proſpextiy or ProteFien, thag* cok ir Y ndiredt, 


* meats. 
*Another thing 

* mpoſin a 

"of th ng 


"Child upon the Kingdoms, to theprejudic® 

2 ejonbned I Hh , was the beſt eXcuſe, as'Wellas the. 

Or. Iroaſor ion ;, .o' beſides what-clie ; O'S 

32; 4 pro" ve the Lys FRacy of thee Prince of Wales ; 5 
FQuceris. 'Ghilaableneſs, or Capacity © of having. 

pn, py fnding above 3o. Fp404.4 

emen 1 of the Proteſt ant” Religion. . 


to Litds,1 adi, and Ge 
nong! viz,.*Some of kis A Privy Council,” and others .. 


-1n this Govert 
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tion the e King of fers us: eſpe cial 
when we made the prerence of want iT it ro an Argitz 
ment to reject him. - For then we proclaim our diflacis' Us 
ction bur a PFerence, and thern.our own Inunorality*t6" 

World. And truly Gentlemen; when I remember that othe Y : 
Foiks have forgotren,to examine in Parliament thar Point of: / 
the Pr. of }/5; it is beyord alk ſcruple with me, the doing i is 
was never meant, and 1t 1s a Que{tion to be free with y you | 
if they made ny of the truth of his Birth, that-have gor« 46 

much by pretending the Impolture. Elſe they wou!d not 
wh ſent Moniagr Zulejteine toCompicment theK. and Ou, 
upon It as they Gid and to my own knowiedpge this Govern. 
ment bas been challenged upon this point ; that if Perple 
might have leave, che rruch of the Birth of the Py. ſhould be 
made OUT 1N Parliament ,veyond all manner of exception, bur 
no Anſwer, wasever yer obtained. And if the Kings of Engl. 
were depofable, as rhey are nor, (for if the Crown tikes 
away thedefectsin a lawful Succe {lor, as ſaith ovr Law, it 
receives, and admits, of nare in the Re egnant perſon) y2rthe . 
next ter always Inherits: Bur here the next Heir 15 excltis 
ded, and exciuded as an =_ rare, and yer the Impoſture [8 
norar ai mide appear: The K. and 2. own himy and 9 0 
or I8. People of Quality that are Proteſtants, and ſore @ 
then in this: Government are Witneſſes of bis Birth Y 2 
more 6ff.r to prove it : This ſticks with me, Ihave Childs 
of my.own, and all of rem had nor fo mary Witncties of 
the truth of cheir Birch, and yet I ſhould cake ir very tt}, if 

any ſhould queſtion 1 ; -and before 1 end this Particuigr, I 

mult ſay, that for a King, ſo far ro humour this baie Jea- 
alk and o ſtoop to our prejudice, as well as our LN» 
Tance, to Jet our Exes convince us, and juitifie him, ſhows 
tome Gentlemen, 1 doit know what it dots to you, that 
ig dcfires not to cut his way to his Crown through Blood, 
nor to appeaſe his diſplcafure, with the Lives and Eſtates of 
his miſlead, or miſleading Subjets ; but to be reconcile | 
his olfending People ; or cle : he would. Gertaunly of {ec k ro. 

form them, but taadeit ep Gtrueie, O11; 

E "doe; norzappear to me, to be chat Arbitrary MAarss 
more, .thanthe Inſincere Man, "WE have had him reprobtik bo 
ted to'us;%,.For if he int t; 
come as a' 'Conqueror, and n nge $% Leg " ag with 1% 
claration, bur hys,Sword, and that hone! berhe tow FO: ig 
Crown, and che® 6ndition of our Obediente. This is My 90h : 
or Precence'; 1t this w« re his aim, or hope, he wou 5% 
'come,. while we were able to refitt ; He wou]d tap rift e 
War hadnat ict us the power, as well as the heart todo ft.” 
But bfs coming now, tells us. plainly he had rather be a Kingg 
thatka Tributary,. andthe King of a. Free and a Rich People; 
then'ef Beggars and Slaves; For he knows as ,well as y ve, 


jay come of ir,was*® the many 44lims we have paid, the L;ves that are J6Rt; the 


Ships thag are taken, and the decay alfoof Trads;” And thae 
all ; fo Treaſure, Blood, and: Lsſs, _h only. humbled England; 
*and-rhar France is not a jot the wzaker for it ; but that the 
Wap athomz (to get and Keep'his Crawn) has only derour-4 
ed it,*and that now-we' are þ ; ſpringete, Warwich Frantt 6, 
(Yhat he knows 1 is Wiſe, Rich, anc vUegd! Jatter three ved "_—_ 
femption, within curfevettin pon private ef 
ful and coſtly. Ambition,! Wh Roc : 

rended, Þur what yi ſee, a nd fect, hast 
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